
Tipperary Juvenile Athletics 
 

 

National Even Age Juvenile Cross Country Championships 

 

Top performances from Tipperary Juvenile Athletes 

While the number of athletes from the County, competing at the National Even Age Juvenile 

Cross Country Championships, was small their quality shone through with Aimee Hayde, 

Newport sweeping all before her to capture the Girls U/16 title, Ben Walsh, Nenagh Olympic 

running the race of his life to finish 3rd in the Boys U/12 and Shane Buckley, Dundrum 

having an equally fantastic race to finish 5th in the same event.  In addition, the above three 

athletes along with Tom Walsh and Cian Hodgins of Nenagh Olympic were all on the 

Munster provincial teams that picked up silver and bronze medals. 

 

What a start to the day the County had when Ben Walsh, Nenagh Olympic and Shane 

Buckley, Dundrum took to the start line of the Boys U/12 event.  In a field of over 160 

athletes the two boys had the race of their lives.  Keeping to the head of the field throughout 

both athletes fought hard and were rewarded for their efforts with Ben coming through for 3rd 

place and Shane 5th to collect National individual bronze medals.  To cap a great day for them 

they were also the first two athlete’s home for the Munster team which finished third in the 

inter-provincial competition for the boys to collect another bronze medal each.  

 

Even greater success was to come in the Girls U/16 race where over 130 athletes competed.  

Aimee Hayde, Newport needs no introduction to athletics fraternity such has been her 

tremendous talent over cross country and track in the past number of years.  Despite the 

longer distances she now has to race over she has taken it all in her stride and once again on 

Sunday showed her undoubted talent with a fantastic performance to win the U/16 title in 

great style adding to her previous titles from U/11 to U/15.   She also had the honour of 

leading Munster to inter-provincial silver in the team competition. 

 

Another two young athletes at U/14 level, Tom Walsh and Cian Hodgins, Nenagh Olympic, 

had to contend with falls and spiking during their race but both showed true grit and 

determination coming through the huge field of over 160 athletes to finish 20th and 22nd 

respectively and be part of the Munster team that finished third in the inter-provincial 

competition.  Well done Boys.  In this event Tipperary had qualified a team and in addition to 

the above Joe Egan, Moycarkey-Coolcroo came through for 54th, Darragh Kennedy, Newport 

75th, Darragh Minogue, Thurles Crokes 80th, Oisin Shelly, Moyglass 90th, Sean Hayes, 

Nenagh Olympic 98th, Michael Moylan, Nenagh Olympic 103rd and Gerard Sage, Newport 

154th to see Tipperary finish 8th in the team competition.  Nenagh Olympic were also amongst 

the elite clubs who qualified for the National Finals and they finished an excellent 5th overall 

in the Club competition. 

 

In the Girls U/12 event Millie Kelly, Dundrum ran a fantastic race to finish 26th overall and 

just missed out on a national silver medal with Munster finishing 7th scorer home – the top six 

from the province count on the team.  In addition Emma Murray, Coolquill and Siobhan 

Whelan, Clonmel ran in the Girls U/16 race as part of the Munster squad and again produced 

excellent placings in 30th and 32nd respectively.   

 

A huge congratulations to all the athletes involved in Abbotstown on Sunday, you did 

yourselves, your families, clubs, county and province proud by your performances on this 

national stage. 



 

Munster “B” Juvenile Cross Country Championships 

All roads lead to Beaufort, Co. Kerry on Sunday with the staging of the Munster Juvenile “B” 

Cross Country Championships.  The event gets underway at 11.30am with competition for 

Boys & Girls U/9 (750mts), U/11 (1,000mts), U/13 (1,500mts), U/15 (2,500mts) and U/17 

(3,000mts). With many of the clubs from the county travelling we hope that success will 

come the way of Tipperary.  Best of luck to all competing.   

 

 


