
Tipperary Juvenile Athletics

National Un-Even Age Juvenile Championships
National Cross Country Title for Hayde
It was a great day to be a Tipperary athletics fan on Sunday in Waterford when the talented
Aimee Hayde, Newport captured the National U/13 title following an impressive front
running performance.  In addition Joe Egan, Moycarkey-Coolcroo, Cian Hodgins, Nenagh
Olympic and Darragh Stakelum, Thurles Crokes all gave top class performances to win
individual bronze medals at U/11 and U/13 respectively.

While Tipperary had a small but select number of athletes competing in St. Augustine’s
College, Dungarvan everyone who represented the County did so with pride in their jersey
but one performance stood out and that was in the Girls U/13 event where before a huge
crowd and in a field of over 150 athletes young Aimee Hayde displayed her full range of
talent.  Aimee made light of the soggy underfoot conditions to force the pace from the gun
and despite the best efforts of all the other equally talented athletes in the field none could
match her display of front running.  Aimee kept up the pace throughout the race and on the
final run-in to the finish was well clear for an impressive victory. This victory has certainly
underlined her natural talent for cross country running having already captured the U/12
title last year and twice finishing runner-up at national level as well as winning County and
Munster titles in the last two years.  What a rare talent to have in the County.  Indeed
Aimee also led the Munster region to National Silver medals on Sunday.

The County was well represented at the head of the field in the Boys U/11 race where Joe
Egan, Moycarkey-Coolcroo and Cian Hodgins, Nenagh Olympic were part of the leading
group heading out on the one lap course.  Ground was hard to make up on the tight course
but both Joe and Cian overcame this disadvantage to spearhead a great Tipperary challenge.
On the final run-in fierce determination by both athletes saw Joe finish 5th and Cian 9th to
capture national bronze medals while both also providing great assistance to the Munster
team that finished 2nd in the inter-regional competition.

In the Boys U/13 event Darragh Stakelum, Thurles Crokes put in a huge performance and
reaped the reward for his dedication with a great display of running. Having finished in 10th

in the Munster equivalent he certainly upped his performance, staying with the leading
group throughout and finishing very strongly to take 7th place overall and win a national
bronze medal for his efforts.  Indeed a second medal was to come his way as he was the
second athlete home for the Munster squad that finished 2nd in the regional competition.

The Boys U/11 County team were most unfortunate to finish just out of the medals in fourth
place.  As already mentioned above both Joe and Cian finished 5th and 9th respectively.  Tom
Walsh, Nenagh Olympic came through to finish 23rd with Oisin Shelly, Moyglass in 35th.
Aaron McLoughlin, Moyne finished 68th with Ben Walsh, Nenagh Olympic 85th and Dara



Kennedy, Newport 90th.  Jake Bowe, Moyne finished 96th, Filip McIntyre, Nenagh Olympic
99th and Pauric Walsh, Carrick-on-Suir 131st.  In the club competition the Nenagh Olympic
team finished an excellent 5th overall.

The County team in the Girls U/11 found the going tough and for many of them this was
their first taste of national competition. The team was led home by Orla Ryan, Dundrum in
69th followed by Helen Cleere, Moyne in 88th with Chloe Carroll, Templemore one place
behind in 89th.  Kate Ferncombe, Dundrum came through to take 91st followed by Louise
Hickey, Moyne in 117th.  Jane O’Donnell, Clonmel finished 125th, Tara Gleeson, Moyne 138th,
Ciara Shelly, Moycarkey-Coolcroo 140th, Caitlyn Shelly, Moycarkey-Coolcroo 153rd and Amy
Reddan, Moyne 154th to finish 11th county in the team competition.

The County also qualified a team in the Girls U/13 and in addition to Aimee mentioned
above we had Kate Burke, Moyglass finishing 43rd closely followed by Emma Murray,
Coolquill in 48th.  Ailbhe O’Neill, Nenagh Olympic finished 70th, Lorna Ryan, Dundrum 82nd

and Emma Gleeson, Moyne 114th.  Blathnaid Ryan, Newport was 121st followed by Abby
O’Sullivan, Clonmel in 139th and Aine Duggan, Moyne 147th with Tipperary finishing 7th in
the team championship.

Thurles Crokes qualified a team in the Boys U/13 event which included Darragh Stakelum
mentioned above.  Sean Phillips finished 84th, Emmet Fogarty 107th, Alex Crowley 143rd and
Jack O’Mara 151st to finish 14th club overall.

Adam Ryan, Newport represented Munster in the Boys U/15 event and following a great run
to finish 28th overall he was unfortunate not to be a scoring member of the Munster squad
that finished second overall while club-mate Emma Fagan competed for Munster in the Girls
U/17 event to finish 39th with Munster out of the medals while Allanah Deering, Nenagh
Olympic was our only other representative on the day also competing U/17 and she put up a
good performance to finish 50th overall.

Congratulations to all the athletes on their performances and for keeping the Tipperary
colours flying high at this level of competition.

This completes the cross country championships for 2015 but on Saturday 9th January 2016
the National “B” Cross Country Championships take place in ALSAA, Dublin and hopefully
County teams can be forthcoming for this event with success a distinct possibility for some
athletes.


