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Watty Butler was born on 8 September 1878 at Kilnamack, near Knocklofty Bridge, County Waterford. The 

townland of Kilnamack is just outside Clonmel, County Tipperary. He was a son of Patrick Butler, a farmer, 

and Mary Butler (née Wall). His parents got married on 7 February 1874 in St Helena’s Church, Nire Valley, 

County Waterford. His younger brother Pierce Butler won the pole vault at the national athletics championships 

of the Gaelic Athletic Association in 1906. Watty Butler was resident in Marlfield, County Tipperary, for a long 

number of years, where he had been a well known and popular employee on the Bagwell estate. When 

Tipperary met Cork in an athletics inter-county meeting, the first of its kind held, on 23 September 1900 at 

Dungarvan, the 880 yards race was won by Watty Butler representing Tipperary in 2:09.2. He also competed in 

the 440 yards handicap race won by Tom Garde of Cork. The overall competition was won by Tipperary by 

63½ points to 27½ points. In the Tipperary against Cork athletics inter-county meeting on 17 September 1905 at 

Dungarvan he competed in the 880 yards, mile and 4 miles, and his brother Pierce competed in the high jump 

and triple jump. This time the overall competition was won by Tipperary by 50½ points to 40½ points. At the 

annual sports meeting in Tipperary town in 1901 Watty Butler finished third in the Gaelic Athletic Association 

national 5 miles championship. Jackie Morrissey (Dromline) was the winner and James J. McNamara (Limerick 

Harriers) was runner-up. Watty won the Munster 880 yards title in 2:12.25 at the Clogheen sports in 1906. He 

volunteered for active service shortly after the outbreak of the First World War with the Royal Field Artillery 

and had been at the front for a considerable time. He got married to Alice Cleary on 5 January 1918 in St 

Mary’s Church, Clonmel. Watty Butler died on 28 November 1950 in St Joseph’s Hospital, Clonmel, aged 

seventy-two, and is interred in Tullaghmelan cemetery. It is stated in his obituary in The Nationalist of 29 

November 1950, ‘In his list of athletic achievements, for which he held a comprehensive array of trophies, he 

was particularly proud of his success in the old days when he won a ten mile race from Clonmel on a route via 

Kilsheelan and Gambonsfield, and another marathon between Clonmel and Ballymacarbry.’   


