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Tony Egan was born on 2 February 1931 at Newport, County Tipperary. He was the second son of Patrick 

Egan, native of Clonmona, Rathcabbin, and Mary Egan (née Lacy), native of Newport. His parents got married 

on 21 September 1927 in Birdhill church. His uncle Canon John Egan served with the Holy Ghost Missions in 

Mauritius for twenty-eight years and during his time there he was responsible for the building of five churches, 

four schools and two convents. He died on the island in 1964 on Christmas Day. Tony Egan took up duties as a 

male nurse at St Luke’s Hospital, Clonmel, in 1950, and while there he ran for Clonmel Athletic & Cycling 

Club and also played on the hospital’s hurling team. After making his debut in athletics on the track in 1953 and 

finishing third in the county novice cross-country championship at Littleton on 10 January 1954 the following is 

stated in The Nationalist, ‘In third place both for team honours and individually came the Clonmel 

representatives led by their never-say-die captain, the auburn-haired Anthony Egan, better known as a track 

athlete of more than ordinary merit.’ At the Tipperary athletics championships he won the 880 yards in 1954, 

1955 and 1956, and the mile in 1955. He was also the Munster 880 yards champion in 1954. His brother Paddy 

won the Tipperary 880 yards title in 1957 and was runner-up in the Munster 440 yards championship the same 

year. Just two days after Tony won his Munster title he finished third in the national 1,500 metres championship 

at the sixth annual Cork city sports on 6 July 1954. First was Gerry Gorman (University College Dublin) and 

second was Pete McArdle (Fort Creag Athletic Club, Dundalk). The first Cork city sports was held on Tuesday, 

26 July 1949, at the Mardyke and was founded by John Jagoe, a well-known Cork businessman who played 

rugby for Munster in the 1920s and represented Ireland at the Tailteann Games in the 800 metres and 1,500 

metres in 1924. Tony Egan got married to Marie Dillon, native of Cork city, on 27 February 1965 in the Honan 

Chapel, University College Cork, before going to Uganda where they spent ten years as teachers. His wife 

retired from teaching at St Joseph’s College, Newport, in 1999. Both of their children, Martin and Avian, 

competed in athletics. In national championships Avian won the under-14 400 metres in 1985 and the under-15 

400 metres, schools junior girls 200 metres and Community Games under-16 100 metres in 1986. Tony Egan 

died on 7 June 2017, aged eighty-six. 

 

 

 


