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by Michael O’Dwyer 

Percy O’Donnell was born on 16 June 1865 at Magenstown House, Clerihan, County Tipperary. He was the 

third eldest son of James O’Donnell, a farmer, and Maria O’Donnell (née Blackmore). His parents got married 

on 18 June 1856 in the Church of the Holy Trinity, Fethard. The family later moved to Cleragh House, 

Killenaule, County Tipperary. Percy O’Donnell was a boarder at Blackrock College, Dublin, in 1881/82 and 

within a few years he was a member of staff at the National Bank, Portarlington. From 1882 to 1894 he was a 

regular competitor at sports meetings. He was twice runner-up in events at the Irish athletics championships. On 

19 August 1882 at the national championships at Lansdowne Road held under the auspices of the newly formed 

Dublin Athletic Club he was second in the pole vault behind the winner J. F. Murphy of Cork Amateur Athletic 

Club. The second time he was runner-up was six years later on 21 May 1888 at the championships held by the 

Irish Amateur Athletic Association. This time he was second in the long jump to Paddy Lawless from Bandon. 

Percy O’Donnell’s other sports were shooting, coursing and golf. He was honorary treasurer of the Queen’s 

County Gun Club, honorary secretary to the Portarlington Coursing Club, and a founder member of 

Portarlington Golf Club. He was married to Mary Euphemia Purcell on 19 October 1898 in the Church of our 

Lady of Refuge, Rathmines, by his uncle Canon Pierce O’Donnell. His uncle was parish priest of Wicklow and 

died the following year. Another uncle, Canon Thomas O’Donnell, was parish priest of St Laurence O’Toole’s, 

Dublin, when he died in 1892. Percy O’Donnell died on 8 November 1913 in hospital in Winwick, Warrington, 

England, aged forty-eight, and is interred in Warrington cemetery. His daughter Elsie (1905–1986) served a 

record five terms as ladies captain of the golf club in Portarlington and was also well known in the town as a 

music teacher and church organist. 


