
 

 

 

Paddy Maher (Best) 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

Paddy Maher (Best) was born in 1878 at Ballybeg, Littleton, County Tipperary. Local church records show he 

was baptised on 27 July 1878. He was the fourth son of Patrick Maher and Mary Maher (née Maher). His 

parents got married on 1 May 1870 in St James’s Church, Two-Mile-Borris. Paddy Maher (Best) was a member 

of a family of immensely strong men. A number of his brothers were famous in the locality for weightlifting 

and (a popular pastime of the period) putting stone rollers standing on their ends. In his heyday Paddy Maher 

(Best) won distinction not alone as an athlete but also as a hurler. He won three All-Irelands: a junior cross-

country title with Tipperary and two All-Ireland senior hurling championships. He was a member of the first 

Tipperary team to win a national cross-country title when on 3 March 1907 at Clonskeagh, Dublin, he was one 

of the scorers for Tipperary that won the GAA junior cross-country championship. The six scorers were Tim 

Crowe, Jack Howard, Paddy Maher (Best), Joe Larkin, Pake O’Brien and Willie Carew. That summer he was 

runner-up in the mile at the GAA’s national senior athletics championships held in Thurles and the following 

year he finished third in the mile when the championships were held in Fermoy. In hurling, he came to 

prominence in 1900 when he won the first of his three Tipperary senior hurling championships with Two-Mile-

Borris. He also won with the club in 1903 and 1905. When Paddy Maher (Best) won the 1900 All-Ireland 

hurling championship both the hurling and football finals were held on the same day at Jones’s Road, Dublin, 

with Tipperary defeating London in both finals. When he won the 1906 All-Ireland hurling final the game was 

played at St James’s Park, Kilkenny, where Tipperary got the better of Dublin to win the county’s seventh All-

Ireland hurling title. He was also an accomplished handball player and an expert ploughman. Paddy Maher 

(Best) got married to Catherine Coady, Curraheen, Horse and Jockey, on 31 August 1915 in St Peter’s Church, 

Moycarkey. At the age of twenty-two his young wife died on 16 March 1919 of pneumonia. Their daughter 

Mary was born in 1917 in Curraheen. Paddy Maher (Best) died on 9 June 1954 in the Hospital of the 

Assumption, Thurles, aged seventy-six, and is interred in Moycarkey old cemetery. The Nationalist reported on 

his funeral, ‘The remains [of Paddy Maher (Best)] were removed to Moycarkey Church on Thursday evening, 

and amongst the large attendance were former club and county team mates of deceased, and Tipperary hurlers 

of a later generation; officials of the County Board and Clubs; members of public bodies and hundreds who 

wanted to pay a last tribute to one of the county’s great athletes. The coffin was draped in the Tipperary colours 

and in the colours of the Moycarkey Two-Mile-Borris Club.’ 


