
 

 

 

Davy Fogarty 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Davy Fogarty was born in 1886 at Kilfeacle, County Tipperary. According to local church records he was 

baptised on 27 June 1886. He was the fifth son of David Fogarty, a farmer, and Johanna Fogarty (née 

O’Dwyer). His parents got married on 7 February 1869 in Donaskeigh church. The Fogartys of Kilfeacle were a 

great athletic family, comprising of nine children: Ellen O’Dwyer (1870–1935), Patrick (1871–1913), Mary 

(1873–1943), Laurence (1875–1957), Jack (1877–1961), Johanna Gleeson (1879–1962), Mick (1881–1946), 

Winifred Butler (1884–1966) and Davy (1886–1971). The second youngest son Mick Fogarty competed in the 

sprint events for Tipperary in the inter-county athletics meeting against Cork in 1903. The greatest sporting 

achievements were made by the youngest, Davy Fogarty. In his youth he was a well-known athlete and all-

round sportsman. He won the 100 yard and long jump titles at the national GAA athletics championships, 

played hurling for the famous Racecourse team, was a noted greyhound breeder and trainer, and a point-to-point 

rider and trainer. At the GAA championships he won the 100 yards on 24 July 1910 at Mallow, and was placed 

third the following year at Ballsbridge, Dublin. At the 1918 championships he was runner-up to Bill Briton of 

Mullinahone in the long jump at the Markets Field, Limerick, and at the same venue on 10 August 1919 they 

reversed positions with Davy Fogarty winning the long jump and his second national athletics title. He was also 

runner-up to Phil Kinane of Upperchurch in the 120 yards hurdles at the 1919 championships. In hurling Davy 

was a member of the Racecourse team that beat Toomevara in the 1910 county senior championship final held 

in Thurles but after an objection the match was later replayed only for Racecourse to win by a greater margin 

and yet lose the title by another objection. Davy Fogarty died on 13 January 1971 at his residence in Kilfeacle, 

aged eighty-four, and is interred in Kilfeacle cemetery. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships: 

 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1910  100 yd     10.2 

1919  Long Jump    22 ft 1 in. (6.73 m) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


