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Dan Gleeson was born in 1876 at Dromboe, Horse and Jockey, County Tipperary. Local church records show 

he was baptised on 12 October 1876. He was the fifth eldest son, and second youngest in a family of eleven 

children, of Con Gleeson, a farmer, and Margaret Gleeson (née Mara). His younger brother Jack Gleeson 

(1879–1957) was on the Tipperary team that beat Cork in the athletics inter-county meeting in 1900 at 

Dungarvan. He ran in the mile and 4 miles races. Jack was also a member of the Horse and Jockey, Two-Mile-

Borris and Thurles Blues selections which won the All-Ireland hurling finals of 1899, 1900 and 1906, 

respectively. In the 1908 All-Ireland he was on the Thurles Blues team that drew with Dublin in the drawn final 

but did not play for the winning Tipperary side in the replay played two months later. Another brother, ‘Little 

Bill’ Gleeson (1874–1941), also played in the 1899 and 1900 All-Ireland finals. Dan Gleeson generally ran the 

half-mile and mile distances. At the Thurles athletics and cycling sports held under the auspices of the Gaelic 

Athletic Association on Thursday, 15 September 1898, the national mile championship was farmed out to the 

sports meeting. Nick Barron from The Rower, County Kilkenny, was the winner in 4 minutes 45 seconds. Dan 

Gleeson was runner-up twelve yards behind, and Jeremiah Quirke from Ardane, Bansha, finished third another 

three yards behind. Both Nick Barron and Jeremiah Quirke later emigrated to America, the former was a 

policeman in San Francisco and the latter settled in New York. Dan Gleeson got married to Alice Langley on 8 

January 1910 at St Mary’s Church, Killenaule. They lived at Rathmoley, Killenaule, where his wife was native 

of. One of their daughters was Sr Alphonsus who died in England in 2001. Dan Gleeson died on 22 May 1964 

at his residence, Rathmoley, Killenaule, aged eighty-seven, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining St Mary’s 

Church, Killenaule. 


