
 

 

 

John O’Brien 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

John O’Brien was born in 1863 in Moycarkey, County Tipperary. Local church records show he was baptised 

on 10 October 1863. He was the second son of James O’Brien, a farmer and shopkeeper, and Mary O’Brien 

(née Griffin). His parents got married on 21 February 1859 in St Peter’s Church, Moycarkey. His father died on 

15 May 1864, aged twenty-seven, and his mother died on 9 May 1923, aged 100, and they are interred in 

Moycarkey old cemetery. At the 1887 GAA athletics championships both the football place kick and raising 

and striking the hurling ball were contested for the first time as national championship events. John O’Brien 

won the raising and striking the hurling ball title the following year on 5 August at the GAA athletics 

championships at the Markets Field, Limerick. He toured the United States with the Gaelic ‘invasion’ team later 

the same year. He was one of around fifty Irishmen who left Queenstown (Cobh) on 16 September 1888 on the 

steamship Wisconsin and arrived in New York nine days later on 25 September. They were there to play 

exhibition hurling matches and compete in athletic contests. The athletes and hurlers from Tipperary on the trip 

along with John O’Brien were Pat Davin (Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir), Jim Mitchell (Bartoose, Emly), Jim 

Nolan (Summerhill, Dunkerrin), Patrick J. O’Donnell (Carrick-on-Suir), Tom O’Grady (Archerstown, Thurles), 

William Prendergast (Chancellorstown, Clonmel), Thady Ryan (Derrymore House, Clonoulty) and Jim 

Stapleton (Bohernamona, Thurles), and two others of note were Dr J. C. Daly (based in Borrisokane, and native 

of Clogher, Dromin, County Limerick) and Michael Hickey (Carrickbeg, Carrick-on-Suir, County Waterford). 

Also on the trip were Maurice Davin (Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir) who was president of the GAA, and Bob 

Frewen (Gortavoher, Glen of Aherlow) who was treasurer of the GAA – and making the trip a few days ahead 

of the others was John Cullinane (Bansha) who was manager of the trip. John O’Brien had been one of the 

founders of Moycarkey GAA club in 1885 and along with his brother James O’Brien (1861–1931) he was on 

the Moycarkey team that won the Tipperary hurling championship in 1889. He also served as honorary 

secretary to both the Tubberadora and Moycarkey clubs at which time they enjoyed all-Ireland success on the 

hurling field. He had a merchant business in Littleton and got married to Lizzie Boyle on 27 November 1902 in 

St Laurence O’Toole Church, Inch. John O’Brien died on 20 December 1904 at his residence, Main Street, 

Littleton, aged forty-one, and is interred in Moycarkey old cemetery. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships: 

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1888  Raising and Striking the Hurling Ball  - 

 

 

 

 


