
 

 

 

Sean Fitzell 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

Sean Fitzell was born on 30 April 1922 in Cashel, County Tipperary. He was the second son of Harry Fitzell 

and Margaret ‘Mary’ Fitzell (née O’Donnell). His parents got married on 14 February 1919 in St John the 

Baptist Church, Cashel. At a young age Sean joined the army before moving to England in 1947 where he 

worked in the coal mines in Yorkshire. His two sports were athletics and hurling and in Cashel he mainly 

played the latter for Abbey Rangers though he did later transfer to Cashel King Cormacs. His greatest love was 

running and he was a scoring member of the Tipperary team that won the Irish senior cross-country 

championship held on 1 April 1945 at Mount Merrion, Dublin. The six scoring members were John Joe Barry, 

Mick Blake, Jimmy Sweeney, Jerry Kiely, Sean Fitzell and Patsy Carroll. Later living in Dublin he was the 

winner of the Dublin cross-country championship in 1952 with Metropolitan Harriers and he was also a scorer 

on the Dublin team that finished third in the Irish senior cross-country championships in 1955 and 1956. On the 

road he was runner-up in the national 15 miles championship in 1956 and 1957, running 1:39:31 and 1:26:15, 

respectively. Both years the race was held in Arklow, County Wicklow. In the national marathon in 1957 he 

was sixth with 2:58:13. At the Iveagh Ground, on the track in Crumlin, Dublin, in the national 10 miles 

championship in 1955 he finished third with 54:55. The winner was fellow Tipperary-born Paddy Carmody 

(Metropolitan Harriers) with 53:35.2 and second was Willie Morris (Athenry Athletic Club) with 54:50. Sean 

Fitzell was elected president of the County Dublin National Athletic and Cycling Association at the annual 

convention held in Jury’s Hotel on 29 October 1961, a position he held for two years. Following the formation 

of the new athletics association Bord Lúthchleas na hÉireann (BLE), at its first congress in 1969 Sean was 

elected national registrar and was unopposed at every congress until he retired in 1996, when he was made 

honorary life president. Sean Fitzell died on 29 January 2000 at his residence in Dublin, aged seventy-seven, 

and is interred in Mount Jerome cemetery. 


