
 

 

 

Robert Tobin 

by Michael O’Dwyer 

Robert Tobin was born on 1 September 1855 at Mohober, Ballingarry, County Tipperary. He was the second 

son of William Tobin, a farmer, and Johanna Tobin (née Somers). His parents got married on 3 February 1845 

in the parish of Mullinahone. Remarkably, both died within an hour on 17 April 1897 and are interred in the 

cemetery adjoining St Michael’s Church, Mullinahone. Robert Tobin entered Rockwell College as a junior 

seminarian in 1877 at the age of twenty-two. He began as a day student but soon got tired of his long and weary 

pony ride of twenty miles to school. In 1879 he transferred to Blackrock College where he was a boarder and 

finished his classical and philosophical studies. He returned to Rockwell as prefect from 1880 to 1882. For his 

clerical studies he went to the seminary of the Holy Ghost order at Chevilly, Paris, where he was ordained in 

1886 and professed in Orly, Paris, on the Feast of the Assumption the following year. After a visit to his home 

and friends he went to the United States to teach at Holy Ghost College, Pittsburgh, now known as Duquesne 

University. Robert’s year in athletics was 1882. That year at the Rockwell sports he won the 400 yd, 120 yd 

hurdles and pole vault. Later that year on 19 August 1882 at the Irish athletics championships at Lansdowne 

Road held under the auspices of the newly formed Dublin Athletic Club he won the long jump and was runner-

up in the 120 yd hurdles behind Pat Davin, native of Deerpark, Carrick-on-Suir. In Pittsburgh, however, Fr 

Robert Tobin contracted tuberculosis and he went to Colorado to recuperate. He went on to assist in parishes 

conducted by the order in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, and Detroit, Michigan. When his health broke down 

again he returned to Colorado and from there went to Las Vegas, New Mexico, and Tucson, Arizona. Fr Robert 

Tobin died on 28 March 1900 in Tucson, aged forty-four, and is interred in Holy Hope Cemetery, Tucson. 

 



Titles Won at Senior National Championships:  

Irish Athletics Championships 

(under the auspices of Dublin Athletic Club) 

1882  Long Jump     20 ft 1 in. (6.12 m) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


