
 

 

 

Pat O’Callaghan 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Pat O’Callaghan was born on 24 July 1935 at Roseville, Western Road, Clonmel, County Tipperary. He was the 

eldest son of Dr Pat O’Callaghan, native of Knockanroe, Derrygallon, near Kanturk, County Cork, and 

Catherine ‘Kitty’ O’Callaghan (née O’Reilly), native of Clonmel. They got married in Mount Melleray Abbey 

on 18 December 1934. His father, affectionately known as ‘The Doc’, was the hammer champion at the 

Olympic Games in 1928 and 1932. The five children in the famous sporting family were Pat, Terry, Brian, 

Hugh and Moira. The sons were all national champions in athletics at either youth, junior or senior level. The 

only daughter, Moira (1945–1993), was married to Anthony Kennedy, native of Tralee, who later became a 

circuit court judge. Their son Hugh Kennedy was on a scholarship at Princeton University, New Jersey, when 

he threw the hammer 196 ft 2 in. (59.80 m) at the Penn Relays on 24 April 1999. This was further than his 

grandfather’s world leading hammer throw of 195 ft 4⅞ in. (59.56 m) at Fermoy on 22 August 1937. Pat 

O’Callaghan was educated at Clonmel High School and University College Cork. At the Irish schools athletics 

championships on 25 May 1953 at Tuam both he and his brother Terry scored a double when they won the 

senior and intermediate shot-put events, respectively. Pat followed this up by being Irish universities shot-put 

champion in 1954, 1955, 1956, 1957 and 1958. He was Irish youths shot-put champion in 1955, and at the Irish 

senior athletics championships on 26 July 1958 at Iveagh Ground, Crumlin, he was runner-up in the shot-put 

with 44 ft 1 in. (13.43 m), and third in the discus with 111 ft 7 in. (34.01 m). His other sports were Gaelic 

football, golf and clay pigeon shooting. For many years Pat O’Callaghan operated a successful ophthalmic 

surgery in Clonmel. He got married to Bridget ‘Bridie’ Dunne of Screggan, Tullamore, County Offaly, on 30 

June 1962 in the Church of The Three Patrons, Rathgar, Dublin. The best man was his younger brother Brian. 

Dr Pat O’Callaghan died on 20 November 1997 in Youghal, County Cork, aged sixty-two, and is interred in 

Powerstown cemetery, near Clonmel. 


