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Jimmy Savage, also known as Jimmy Sage, was born on 4 June 1927 at Glenacre, Ballina, County Tipperary. 

He was the only son of James Sage, a farmer, and Margaret Sage (née McKenna). His parents got married in the 

Church of the Immaculate Conception, Ballywilliam, on 8 February 1921. It was Jimmy Savage’s achievements 

in cross-country running in 1948 that etched his name into the annals of Tipperary athletics history. He started 
the year with Nenagh McDonagh Athletic Club by winning the Tipperary novice cross-country championship 

on 11 January 1948 in Ballincurry, and three weeks later on 1 February at Moneygall he won the Tipperary 

junior cross-country championship. In the Munster junior cross-country championship on 15 February in 

Tipperary town he finished third behind his teammates Tommy Fogarty and John Treacy. However, in NACA’s 

Irish junior cross-country championship on 7 March over the Thurles racecourse in a strong finish he crossed 

the finish line twenty yards ahead of the runner-up, his teammate John Treacy. At Tipperary town and Thurles 

respectively, Tipperary won both inter-county titles. In 1970 these Irish junior cross-country championships 

were changed in name to the Irish intermediate cross-country championships. They commenced for the ladies in 

1968. Any junior event held nowadays is an under-age competition. Only twelve Tipperary athletes have won 

these Irish junior/intermediate cross-country championships to date: Tim Crowe (1907, 1920), Tom Fanning 

(1928), Phil Healy (1938), John Joe Barry (1945), Patsy Fitzgerald (1946, 1947), Paddy Fahey (1948), Jimmy 

Savage (1948), Ned Fogarty (1952), Nuala Bowe (1968, 1969), Dessie O’Connor (1979), Tommy Moloney 

(1985) and Margaret Danagher (2002). At the Irish senior cross-country championship in 1948 at Belfield, 

Dublin, Jimmy Savage finished eleventh. Tipperary won the inter-county title with their six scorers among the 

first nine finishers that year. On the track Jimmy Savage was the winner of the Tipperary 3 miles championship 

in 1952. In later years, he was a successful trainer of athletes and hurling teams, among them the Portroe cross-

country team and Shannon Rovers hurling team. He got married to Elsie McInerney, native of Killoran, Portroe, 

on 30 December 1959 in St Mary’s Church, Portroe. Jimmy Savage died on 9 December 2007 at his residence, 

Glenacre, Ballina, aged eighty, and is interred in the cemetery adjoining the Church of Our Lady and St Lua, 

Ballina.  


