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Brian O’Callaghan was born on 9 April 1940 at Roseville, Western Road, Clonmel, County Tipperary. He was 

the third son of Dr Pat O’Callaghan, double Olympic hammer gold medallist, and Kitty O’Callaghan (née 

O’Reilly). Brian O’Callaghan was educated at Clonmel High School and University College Cork. He showed 

great prowess as an athlete and a Gaelic footballer at a young age. His main event in athletics was the hammer 

and was national junior champion in 1959 and 1960. Both were won at the national junior athletics 

championships held at the University College Dublin grounds, Belfield, Dublin. In August 1958 he was one of 

the Irish representatives in the 10th International Catholic Students Games held in Louvain, Belgium, where he 

won two medals. He finished runner-up in the hammer and third in the shot-put. Brian also had the distinction 

of winning five events at the UCC sports in 1962. He won the 100 yd, long jump, shot-put, discus and javelin. 

Gaelic football was the sport in which Brian O’Callaghan’s strength and leadership came to the fore. At the age 

of fifteen he helped his club Clonmel Commercials win the 1955 Tipperary minor football final. He went on to 

win two Cork senior football titles with UCC in 1960 and 1963. He captained his adopted county, Cork, in the 

defeat of his native Tipperary in the Munster semi-final in 1961, and played for the Combined Universities 

when they defeated Ireland in a representative game in 1962. Once he qualified as a dentist in June 1963 he 

made his debut for Tipperary in championship football and captained the premier county to many notable 

victories. Brian O’Callaghan was elected captain of Clonmel Commercials in 1964 and led the club to winning 

three Tipperary senior football titles in a row in 1965, 1966 and 1967. He also guided the club to win the county 

title in 1969 and played a starring role in winning the final in 1971, thus winning five county titles in seven 

years. In weightlifting he was a national junior lightweight champion, and he was a member of Clonmel Gun 

Club. Dr Brian O’Callaghan died on 11 December 1981 at his residence, Mountain Road, Clonmel, aged forty-

one, and is interred in Powerstown cemetery, near Clonmel. 


