
 

 

 

Tim Crowe 

by Michael O’Dwyer 
 

Tim Crowe was born on 20 July 1883 at Bishopswood, Dundrum, County Tipperary. He was the youngest son of 

James Crowe, Bishopswood, and Bridget Crowe (née Davern), Rossacrow. He was named after his brother, a 

half-twin, born in 1881 but died in infancy. His parents got married on 9 February 1864 in Annacarty church. Tim 

Crowe was an extraordinarily successful distance runner. He was twice junior cross-country champion of Ireland, 

won sixteen national senior championships on the track, road and cross-country, and twice competed for Ireland 

in the International cross-country championships, winning a team silver medal both times. His first national 

championship was at the GAA junior inter-county cross-country championship on 3 March 1907 at Clonskeagh, 

Dublin. He was first individual to finish and also led his county home to win the team title. The six winning 

scorers for Tipperary were Tim Crowe, Jack Howard, Paddy Maher (Best), J. J. Larkin, P. J. O’Brien and Willie 

Carew. This was the first ever national junior or senior cross-country title won by a Tipperary side. That summer 

Tim Crowe finished second in the national 4 mile championship on 28 July in Thurles. His first national senior 

title was on 1 March 1908 when he won the senior cross-country title on the Clonskeagh course. In June 1908 he 

won the national 2 mile title in Clonmel, and came second in the 3 mile title in Nenagh. In all, along with his 

sixteen national senior titles he was second four times and finished third three times. His club up to 1919 was 

Galtymore Harriers and the following year he joined Clonliffe Harriers. In his first year with his new club he won 

both the junior and senior championships of the Cross-Country Association of Ireland. In the International cross-

country championships Tim Crowe finished eighth on 3 April 1920 at Belvoir Park, Belfast, and sixth on 19 

March 1921 at Caerleon racecourse, near Newport, Wales. In both years the Irish team was runner-up. Tim Crowe 

was a regular winner of road races throughout the country. On 16 July 1921 he competed in the Polytechnic 

Marathon in London. Thirty-nine competitors started the twenty-six mile 385 yards course from Windsor Castle 

to Stamford Bridge stadium where two laps of the track were covered. After losing his way, and running an extra 

mile off the course and back, Tim Crowe finished in sixth place in 3:24:35, though only four runners actually ran 

the full course. The track was too crowded for remaining athletes to complete the course. In 1926 as trainer he 

accompanied the Tipperary senior hurling team, the All-Ireland champions, on a tour to the USA. He was an 

accomplished musician. He made his own violin, and played it, and was a noted step-dancer. Tipperary Tim, the 

horse which won the Grand National in 1928, was named after Tim Crowe. Even in his later years Tim Crowe 

was known to cycle to Dublin for an All-Ireland final, up and down on the one day. He once had a bicycle shop 

in Dundrum. Tim Crowe died on 11 November 1962 at his residence in Bishopswood, aged seventy-nine, and is 

interred in Clonoulty cemetery. Since 2010 the Tim Crowe memorial trophy is presented to the first Tipperary 

athlete to finish the annual Dundrum 10 km road race. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships:  

Gaelic Athletic Association Championships 

1908  2 Miles    9:02 

1908  Cross-Country (Inter-County)   - 

1910  3 Miles    14:28 

1910  4 Miles    20:31 

1910  5 Miles    - 

1911  Cross-Country (Inter-County)  - 

1912  Cross-Country (Inter-County)  - 

1914  Cross-Country (Inter-County)  36:34 

1915  Cross-Country (Inter-County)  31:53.6 

1917  2 Miles    - 

1917  3 Miles    - 

1919  4 Miles    20:15 

1919  5 Miles (Road)   - 

1919  15 Miles (Road)   - 

1919  20 Miles (Road)   1:55:40 

 

 

Cross-Country Association of Ireland Championships 

1920  Cross-Country (Inter-Club)  46:25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


