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Michael O’Sullivan was born on 13 October 1913 at Drumwood House, Limerick Junction, County Tipperary. 

He was the second son of James P. O’Sullivan and Mary C. O’Sullivan (née Lawlor). Both of his parents were 

national school teachers and were native of County Kerry. They got married on 30 July 1910 in Cappawhite 

church. Michael and his elder brother Paddy were educated at Rockwell College. Paddy O’Sullivan (1911–

1980) practised as a solicitor in Tipperary town before he was appointed as county registrar, an office he held 

for thirty-six years. Michael O’Sullivan, or ‘Sparky’, as he was known, attained a legendary status at his alma 

mater. Not only did he help Rockwell College win the coveted College of Science Cup at the Irish schools 

athletics championships for three years in a row but in the first of those years in 1929 he was their single 

competitor. This was the first time the school won the prestigious cup. It was held on Whit Monday which 

clashed with the Rockwell College sports which were held on the same day. The following day on 21 May 1929 

the Irish Times reported, ‘For the Schools and Colleges Championships at Croke Park yesterday there was a 

“record” entry of over 300. It was “Sports’ Day” at Rockwell College, and only one entry was sent on from the 

College for the championships; but its representative, M. O’Sullivan, took the Junior 100 yards, 220 yards, 440 

yards and long jump to score eight points and win the Royal College of Science Cup by the margin of one point 

from Blackrock College and Mount St. Joseph’s which tied for second place. The Cup goes to the school or 

college making most points in the Intermediate and Junior events.’ The cup is now awarded to the school with 

most points in senior boys events. Sparky O’Sullivan won sixteen events at the Irish schools athletics 

championships, including a relay. This remains a record for these schools track and field championships. At the 

Irish universities athletics championships he won six events with University College Dublin, and at the Irish 

senior athletics championships on 1 July 1934 at Fermoy he won both the 100 yards and 220 yards. He got 

married in April 1948 to Patricia Heskin, Kilmeaden, at the Church of St Nicholas, Ballyduff, County 

Waterford. They lived in St Michael’s Street, Tipperary town, where he practised as a doctor. Dr Michael 

‘Sparky’ O’Sullivan died on 10 January 1979 at St Vincent’s Hospital, Tipperary town, aged sixty-five, and is 

interred in St Michael’s Cemetery, Tipperary town. 



 

Titles Won at Senior National Championships: 

National Athletic and Cycling Association Championships 

1934  100 yd      10.6 

1934  220 yd     23.6  

 

 

 


